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SOME. 


Very Worthy Learned and Judicious 


Þ E M A RKS, We. 
Prelate, in his excellent Diſcourſes, 


1 lately Publiſhed, has I think pradentily 


removed the Rubbiſh of Eternal Torments with- 
out the raiſing of a Duſt : — Tho? he does not 
ſeem clearly to diſtinguiſh the 7wo Graces of the 
Goſpel ; the Abſolute (which is due by PRoMuisE, 
before the Foundation of the World,) and the 
offered Grace, every where diſcernable throughout 
the New Teſtament, if duly attended to; and 
which many learned Divines indeed, do very 
nearly approach in their Writings, but not rightly 
or clearly diſtinguiſhing thoſe Graces, they are 
apt ſuddenly to ſtart aſide again, prejudiced as 
it would ſeem in the Behalf of that /evere Notion 
of never Ending Torments ; much too ſevere indeed, 

for ſo Gracious a Creator who is loving to every 
Man, and, whoſe Mercy is over all his Works, 
cither to inflict or permit. Now, as this Notion 
of Eternal Torments, is an obſtinate, and long in- 
orafted Error, when occaſionally, or profeſſedly 


reated of, it may require ee Methods. 
B 95 
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* (2) 


The Biſhop in Page 40, ſays © That it was 
the Intention of God to redeem the World from 
Sin, by ſending his only Son in the likeneſs of 
Man,” and in page 73, he allows © that the 
Redeemer had Power equal to the great, Under- 


taking,” and in page 91, the Biſhop lays, fit 


becomes us to bleſs and to adore the exceeding 
Love of our bleſſed Lord, by which we are ſaved 
from Condemnation, by witch we expect to be 


_ reſcued from Death; Knowing that the Pow 


of our bleſſed Lord is equal to his Lovx, and 
that he is able zo ſubdue all things to himſelf. * m 
page 309, the Biſhop ſays, That God in his 
great care and concern for his Creatures Sent his 
only Son into the World, not only to inſtru? and 
reform them, but to redeem them by making. Atone- 


ment for their Sins by his Blood.” And in page 311, 
the Biſhop ſays, © Since it was agreeable to the 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God to exert his Power 

to make ſuch Creatures as Men, it was alſo con- 
ſiſtent that He ſhould exert his Power to Save 

and to redeem them.” And in page 223, the 


Biſhop aſks theſe Queſtions, Is it reaſonable 
to Imagine, that God has taken ſo much care of 
us in his Natural Government of the World, and 


that he will negle& us in the Moral part of it? 
that he regards us as Animals but has no regard 
to us as rational Agents? Can any Man think 


Seriouſly of God, as a reaſonable, Juſt, and up- 
7ight * and Suppoſe this to be the Caſe? 


In 


(23) 


In Page 325, the Biſhop ſays, „The Goſpel 
tells us, that God has ſent his Son to redeem us, 
you wonder he ſhould take ſo much Trouble for 
ſuch Creatures. But is it not as becoming his Good- 
neſs to redeem us, as it was to make us? You 
will ſay perhaps, we are ſince that become 
SIN NERS, True; and yet ever Since that he has 
preſerved us, and offered us the Bleſſings of this 

Life: And is it not of a piece to open to us the 


Hopes of a better? miſtake not my meaning, Ido 
not mean to infer from what God does for us in 


this World, that He is bound in Juſtice to do as 
much for us in reſpect to another. I know of 
nothing that he is bound in Juſtice to do for us. 
But Surely it is Safeſt Reaſoning upon the Ways 
of Providence from the manifeſt Works of Pro- 
vidence: And by Seeing how God has dealt with 
the Children of Men as Part, and as Inhabitants 
of this natural World, it is reaſonable to conclude 
in what manner he will treat them as part of the 
moral World, and page 46, God may freely 
forgive the Sins of the World, and remit the 
Puniſhment, and beſtow even on Sinners the 
Gift of Eternal Life.” —It is neceſſary for the 
good Goyernment of the rational World, that 
Rewards and Puniſpments ſhould be divided with 
an Equal Hand to Virtue and Vice.” and page 48, 
“ The Words of Eternal Life, muſt neceſſarily 


abound with Inconceivable Myſteries, but then 


they are the Myſteries of Grace and Mercy,” — 
B . and 


hut 


(4) 
and Page 50, © all that is Myſterious is on God's 
Part, and relates entirely to the Surprizing Acts 
of divine Wiſdom and Merey i in the e 
of the World.” 135 


115 Page, 22 5 of this Worthy Biſhop's Diſ- 
courſes, there is a Paſſage indeed, which may 
poſſibly miſlead ſome Perſons; where, Mens 
i Sins are ſaid to be attended with Conſequences to 
their great confuſion and Miſery through all the 
Ages of Eternity ; Now from this Paſſage I ſay, 
I ſiome Perſons may be apt to imagine, that the 
| Biſhop means, that each individual Sinner, ſhall 

ſuffer Confuſion and Miſery through all the Apes of 

Eternity or without Ending; But that cannot be 

his Lordſhip's meaning ; for then he would ſeem - 

to be inconſiſtent with Himſelf; and the Whole 
Tenor of Scripture, as you may ſee by conſulting 
1 the New Teſtament and Pages, 30. 40. 45. 46. 
9 | 48. 50. 75. 78. 91. 110. 185. 196. 197. 199. 
N 200. 204. 214. 216. 217. 222. $25. 309. 311. 
324. 325. of the Biſhop's Diſcourſes. Now the 
i Biſhop ſays, ** That it was the Intention of God 
to Redeem the World from Sin, by ſending 
His only Son in the likeneſs of Man,” And he 
| allows That the Redeemer had Power Equal 
( to the great undertaking;” And we know the 
Scriptures every where aſſure us of God's Power 
| to ſave the World, and that it is God's Will allo, 
i that all the World ſhall be ſaved by His beloved 


Son Jeſus * our Redeemer; who came on 
| 55 | 52 55 5 bh Earth : 
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Earth i in the Jikeneſs of Man, on purpoſe to do 
his Fatber's Will; Can any Thing therefore be 
faid to fruſtrate the Intention of God, and His 
beloved Son, to Redeem the World from Sin, 
and to fave all Mankind after we are ſo plainly 
informed of Their Power and Will to Effect this 
moſt Gracious Intention? Nay, the Scripture 
moreover, aſſures us that Jeſus Chriſt, the beloved 
and only Son of God has already overcome the 
World, the Devil, and all his works, and has fully 
ſatisfied His Father's Fuſtice, for the Sins of the 
whole World, ſo far, as that every man ſhall finally 
have ſome Benefit in the Redemption Chriſt came 
into the World to ſave all Sinners not a particular 
Number only, But to /ave them all — to put an 
End to Sin, and to bring in Everlaſting Righteouſ- 
_ neſs — His Father has given all Things into his 
Hands, and of all that bis Father has given Him, 

He aſſures us, He will loſe Nothing; fo that the 
moſt gracious Intention of God, and his beloved 
Son, to Redeeem the World from Sin; cannot 
be fruſtrated by the Devil or Man; Chriſt has 
made Atonement: for the Sins of the whole World; 
ſo that no one Sinner will ſuffer endleſs Miſery. 
Nevertheleſs it is not unreaſonable to believe, 
there may be Sinners, even through all the Apes 
of. Eternity, who may ſuffer great Confuſion and 
Miſery ; That is, untill They ſhall Repent and ceaſe 
#0 be Rebels; And this no doubt, is the Biſhop's 
een and not that any one Sinner, ſhall ſuffer 
| Confuſion 


over pleaſed to ſay, I am come that they might. 


(6) 
Confuſion and Miſery without ending; for we 
are plainly aſſured in Scripture that all Mankind 
ſhall #nally have ſome Benefit from the Redemption 
of Chriſt our Saviour; And that the rational 


Spirit at leaſt of every man, ſhall Repent and 
_ acknowledge the Truth, and have eternal Life in 
Heaven before the End comes; And the revolted 


animal Body continuing filthy to the End, ſeems 
to be the real and only object of the Execration of 
God; who at the Ja Day will be caſt into the Lake 
of Fire, and be there conſumed as ſo much Chaff. If 


doe confeſs our Sins Gad is faithful and juſt to for- 
give us our Sins, and to cleanſe us from all Unrigh- 


teouſneſs. And God has by his beloved Son opened 
again the Kingdom of Heaven to all Believers, in 
whoſe Kingdom, there are many Manſions ; one 


* perhaps, for the barely redeemed rational Spirits, 
and Many for thoſe who ſhall in this Life, have 
made a good Uſe of the offered Grace of Super- 


abundance, and that in Proportion to Their good 
Behaviour; God, ſays St. John is, Love; and 


St. Paul calls God's Mercy — His GLORVY; And 


the Holy Scriptures tell us that God will not be 

always Wroth — He vill not keep his Anger for 
ever becauſe he delighteth in Mercy; fo that God's 
Dealings with Men cannot end in Wrotb but muſt 
End in Love. 5 


And Jeſus Chriſt, when he came on Earth to 
die for the Sins of the Whole World, was more- 


have 


46 


have Life, and that they might have it more abun.” 
dantly, Jobn x. 10. That the rational Spirit of 
every Man might be abſolutely ſaved in ſome de- 
oree ; And that the hole Man of the Righteous 
might be more abundantly ſaved and rewarded, 

alſo, in proportion to the OI Deeds done in 


this Life. 


The Nav Teſtament almoſt in every page de- 
clares, That Jeſus Chriſt was ſent, and came, to 
be the Saviour of the hole World; and that He 

ſuffered and ſatisfied in the ſtead of every Man. 
And throughout the Sacred Writings the Sal- 
vation of the immortal Soul is plainly pointed 
out to us. And the Spirit ſhall return to God 
who gave it. The glad Tidings of the Goſpel 
do plainly point out to us, that the immortal 
Spirit, or rational Soul of every man, is already 
abſolutely redeemed, and will be finally ſaved in 

ſome Degree by the univerſal! Grace of Re- 
demption. — This Benefit every Individual of 
Mankind will receive before the end comes, from 
the Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt. And this, St. 
Paul in his Fifth Chapter to the Romans does par- 
ticularly and plainly ſhew us, by his all along 
oppoſing the Grace of Redemption, to the Sin of 
Adam; And by ſhewing That Grace, to be the 
Means of delivering Man from the Bondage of 
Sin, and to place him in Eternal- Life. — There 
zs therefore now, no condemnation to Them «which 
are in Jeſus Chriſt who walk not after the Fleſh, 
Kom. 


9 
Kom. 8. To walk after the Fleſh is to be in 
Adam, ſo that not to walk after the Fleſh, and 10 
be in Feſus Chriſt, means here, the ſame: Thing; 
That is to ſay, All Men being now, always in 
Jeſus Chriſt, they walk not after the Fleſh ; be- 
cauſe, in walking after the Fleſh, They. are in 
Adam. The rational Soul of man being abſolutely 
redeemed, is therefore always in Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and through him will be finally ſaved; For this 
is not an offered Grace, but a free and abſoluto 
Gitt of God, in Feſus Chriſt before the Foundation 
of the World. Which is a very great Encou- 
ragement to man's going on to Perfection in this 
Life, for the obtaining That great Salvation of 
the whole man offered us in the Goſpel; to ac- 
 compliſh which indeed, we muſt walk after the 
Spirit alſo, by running with Patience the Race that | 
is before us, and muſt conſtantly labour in the 
Lord, - knowing that our Labour ſpall not be in 


Vain. 


As to the Animal. Body we are in Adam ſtill; 
for This revolted animal Body, who was at fr ft. 

happily united with the rational and immortal 
Soul, and had the Privilege of partaking in the 
Happineſs of the rational and immortal Soul, 
(ort his Subjection to that Spirit,) but through 
Enmity of the Devil he was ſoon ſet at great 
Variance, and is /ti/! corrupted in Adam; and was 
not abſolutely, but conditionally redeemed ; And 


we are now ſo far in Adam, that the Body may 
yet 


: (9) | 
yet die by the Sin of Adam, and by man's obſti - 
nately continuing in Sin; may even Die, eter- 
nally ; while the Spirit, the immortal Spirit, ſhall 
live by Grace in Jeſus Chriſt, as St. Paul expreſſes 
it, Rom. viii. x. And if Chriſt be in you, the Body 
is dead, becauſe of Sin, but the Spirit is Life be- 
cauſe of Righteouſneſs. — So that the Death of 
the Body, whether the FIR Sr, or SECOND: DEATH, 
does not neceſſarily imply the Death of the Si- 
rit. Now if the rational Spirit who, (as abſo- 
lutely redeemed, ) is always in Chriſt Feſus, if He, 
through the Guidance of the Holy Spirit, does 
govern and ſubdue the animal Body, in this Life, 
regarding the Things of the Spirit of God, and 
living in OBE DIEN E to his Commands, whereby 
the whole Man, (by putting on the New Man in 
this Life,) becomes the Child of God; This faith- 
ful Chriſtian, who loves and obeys God, has Here, 
Two Concurrent Witneſſes of his being the 
Son of God, even the Holy Spirit of God, and his 


own Mind or Conſcience. Then may the Holy Spi- 
rit itſelf, be ſaid to bear Witneſs with our Mind, 


or rational Spirit, that we are the Children of 
God; A complete evidence indeed, while we con- 
rinue to work out our great Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling, and that the whole Man, thus led by 
the Guidance of the Holy Spirit does continually ' 
mortify the deeds of the fleſh; Then may the whole 
Man, both Body and Mind, be ſaid to ſerve the Law 
, God, and to cry Abba Father — for Here, both 
outward and inward manare brought to conſent and 


VY in heir Duty; fo that of Twain, one complete 
A New 


(: $0:\}- 

New man is made. And, according to St. Paul's 
Prayer in his Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, This com- 
plete new Man may be found Blameleſs, at the Coming 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and be ſaniified Wholly, 
Both in Spirit, in Soul, and in Body; and be 
abundantly ſaved and rewarded. —Whoſoever livetb 
and believeth in me, ſays our Saviour, Hall never 
die, John xi. 26. That is, the whole Man ſhall 
be finally ſaved; for tho' the Body, even of the 
Righteous may Die for a Time, yet it ſhall not 
Die eternally, for Thoſe who continue to do 
Righteouſneſs in this Life, being ſanctified WroLLy 
will have no Old Man to be Caſt into the Lake 
of Fire at the laſt Day DIE ETrERNALLVY; 
But theſe Righteous will be raiſed up in their 
on Bodies, now made Spiritual, and being 
San#ified Wholly, at the Coming of Chriſt, the 
NM pole Man, will be abundantly ſaved and re- 
warded, in proportion to their good Deeds. 


St. Paul in his 7th Chapter to the Romans 
from verſe the 14th to verſe the 4th of the Sth 
Chapter may indeed, as the worthy Biſhop 
obſerves in his Diſcourſes, p. 239. more parti- 
cularly deſcribe the State of an unregenerate Jew 
or Heathen ; yet it ſeems alſo, that the Chriſtian, 
nay, that even St. Paul Himſelf, is not alto- 
gether excluded in his Deſcription; (tho* His 
main Deſign indeed may regard the anregenerate 
Few or-Heathen;) for every Chriſtian has alſo, a 
Law in his members which is continually warring 
1 the Law of his Mind, ſo that oftentimes 
what 


n 
what He would, that he doth not, and none of us 
all do always the Things that we would. And even 


St. Paul, feeling in Himſelf the Corruption of 


the outward Man or revolted animal Body, prayed 


to be delivered from That Corruption or Body 
of Sin. He looked on the Allurement of that 


Corruption as a Meſſenger from Satan that 


buffeted him, and He prayed to be delivered F 


from him. — There was given me, ſays St. Paul, 


a Thorn in the Fleſh, a Meſſenger of Satan to buffet | | 


me. For this Thing I beſought the Lord thrice, 
that it might depart from me; and He ſaid unto me, 
my Grace is ſufficient for Thee, 2 Cor. xii. 7. Here 


St. Paul feeling in Himſelf This Corruption of 


the outward Man, this Body of Death, prayed to 
be delivered. from it. But God who ſaw that 
' thoſe Attempts of the Outward Man, wou'd be 
ſo far from prevailing againſt This Apoſtle, that 
they would be advantageous to Him, did not 
think fit to grant his Requeſt ; ſatisfying Him- 


ſelf to ſay to him, my Grace is ſufficient for Thee. 
—As if God had ſaid unto him, be not diſmayed 
at the Operations of the outward Man in Thee; 


Thou art not ignorant that my Grace of Redemp- 
tion, has already abſolutely redeemed thy rational 


Spirit, and my offered Grace, for obtaining a 


much greater Salvation, even of the whole Man, 


which thou laboureſt for, ſhall not be taken from 


Thee, for thy Zeal in reſiſting the Deluſions of 
the old, or outward Man.—Now in the above 
cited paſſages from St. Paul, we plainly fee that 
He has perfectly ſettled a Diſtindtion, between Sin 
C 2 85 that 


#8”. 
P BY 
x 1 = 
4 ** - * * 


( 12 ), 
that is in us; That is, between the cutward Man, 
or corrupted animal Body, That Man of Sin who 
is in us; and the Spiritual, or inward Man, the 
abſolutely redeemed rational Spirit, or new Man, 
who is alſo in us; and who diſapproves of the 
Wickedneſs perpetrated by the outward or Old 
Man, ever oppoſed to the ſpiritual Man, which 
Cbriſt Feſus has abſolutely formed in Ls: And this 


Corruption of the outward Man, is the Cauſe of 


the Combatings of all godly Men, who endeavour 
to profit by the gracious means offered in the 
Goſpel, and who by conſtantly oppoſing, | and 
keeping under that Corruption of the outward 
Man, may be ſaid to derive a Benefit from their 
greateſt Enemy : Now, by thus putting off the 
Old Man and putting on the New Man in this Life, 
every faithful and good Chriſtian may by a right 
uſe of the offered Grace of God, be not only de- 
| livered from that Body of Sin, but may bring both 
outward and inward Man to conſent and agree; 
whereby the Vbole Man may avoid Pain after 
Death, and at the laſt Day be abundantly ſaved 
and rewarded, But thoſe who continue to Sin on, 
and do altogether, negle& and abuſe the offered 
means in This Life, muſt expect to ſuffer in 
proportion to demerit. And the Old Man of the, 
moſt notorious offenders who continues filthy ſtill, 
will at the /aft Day receive a dreadful Judgment; 
and DIE ETERNALLY; for then, the Old Man 
(of the moſt notorious Sinners) ſhall be ſeparated 
from the abſolutely redeemed tho' miſled wicked 


2 5 Ci 13 ) | 
Ne Man, and be caſt into the Lake of Fire, there 
to be conſumed as ſo much chaff, never more to 
ſubſiſt again; while this med but abſolutely re- 
deemed rational Spirit of this notorious Sinner, 
thus led away by the outward or Old Man, after 
ſuffering in proportion to his evil deeds done in 
this Life, ſhall, (on ceaſing to be a Rebel, and 
his fncere Repentance,) before the end comes, be 
delivered out of Torment and be barely ſaved; 
and have Admittance into the lorveſt Manſion in 
Heaven; and ſhall then, give Glory to God, and 
to the Lamb for ever; for being thus delivered 
out of Torment and admitted to Eaſe. 


The many Marks and Expreſſions to be met 
with in Holy Scripture concerning the Anal ſepa- 
ration of the Old Man from the New Man ſeem 
to me, plainly to intimate, that This ſeparation 
will be made, before the caſting into the Lake 
of fire; But whether it will be Zefore, or after, 
it is expreſsly declared in Scripture, That the ra- 
tional Spirit ſhall feturn to God who gave it ; And 
it is very plainly pointed out to us throughout the 
New Teſtament, That the pole, of no one Man 
Hall periſh everlaſtingly, and that no part of man, 
ſhall ſuffer endleſs miſery. Thus, by rightly di- 
ſtinguiſping the Two ſorts of Grace, and the Two 
. forts of eternal Life, diſcernable throughout the 
Goſpel, we may be enabled more c/early to com- 
prehend the moſt merciful, and moſt amazing 
Occonomy of man 's Redemption, ſo far as re- 
vealed 


| ( 14 ) 
vealed to us. And to perceive, That God, who 
created all Things by his Son to ſhew forth his 
on Glory; will alſo, by the ſame Only, and Be- 
loved Son our Bleſſed Redeemer, give eternal 
Life of Happineſs to all His rational Creatures, tho” 
in various Degrees. | 5 | 


* The Scripture tells us, (as the worthy Pre- 
late obſerves) that God has been reconciled to 
Sinners by the Death of Cbriſt.— That He made 
Atonement for the fins of the whole World. 
Theſe are great Myſteries : being beyond our 

Comprehenſion to conceive How.” And ſince the 
New Teſtament ſo plainly points out to us, that 
every Individual of Mankind ſhall fnally have 
ſome Benefit in the Redemption purchaſed for All 
by Jeſus Chriſt our Redeemer, it follows of Con- 
ſequence, That the Torments of the Wicked will 
| have an Ending: Tho” at the ſame time we are 
aſſured, That every wicked Perſon who dies in a 
ſtate of Impenitency, muſt expect to ſuffer Here- 
after both in Duration and Degree, in Pxopoxk- 
TION to the Evil Deeds done in this Life ; And 
the New Man or immortal Spirit of Thoſe ob- 
ſtinate Sinners who live, and Die in their Sins, 
may be called ux jus r, and wickED, depri ved of 
That juſtification, and of That Piety and Per- 
| fe&ion, which makes Men Heirs and Inberitors of 
the Kingdom of Heaven; And joynt Heirs with 
Chriſt our moſt bleſſed Rodents Nevertheleſs, 


the general Grace of Redemption, is truly a Juſ- 
Uſication 


BE Dh 
tification, to obtain Eternal Life through the 
Love of God in Jeſus Chriſt. —Not One man will 
be deprived of Juſtiſication in Jeſus Chriſt ſo far 
at leaſt, as regards the general Grace of Re- 
demption ; For Chriſt was delivered to Death by 
God the Father, for Expiation of our Offences ; 
and was raiſed again for our Juſtification, Rom. 
iv. 25, Here we ſee, that Chriſt dyed for Us 
all, and for our Sins, And in His Deliverance 
from Death, God ſeems plainly to declare, that 
the Spirit or: New Man at leaſt, made alive again 
in Jeſus Chriſt, will be ab/olutely freed from 
Eternal Death, and from ay: the Cauſe of it. 


We are 8 e Gid to be Tuſtified by 
Chriſt's Reſurrection, becauſe He was then Juſtified. 
—He was then declared Righteous, and freed 

from our Sin, which He had taken upon Him, 
— for He Himſelf had no Sin. So that Chrift 
dying only for our Offences and thus reconciling 
us to his Offended Father by fatisfying his Juſ- 
tice; we were alſo then juſtiſied from all our Of- 
fences, and ſhall be ſaved from Damnation by 
his Life in ſome Degree communicated unto us. — 
Becauſe I Live (ſays our bleſſed dee ye 
Hall live alſo. | 


When God thus Quitted Chri of the Puniſb- 
ment of Death, He at the ſame Time abſolutely 
juſtified the New Man, or rational Spirit of 


every man, made alive in Feſus Chriſt, from 


Eternal Death, and Baniſhment ; And God being 
2 thus 
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thus reconciled to Sinners, he did in his abax- 
dant Goodneſs, Grant to the rational Spirits of 
All men Eternal life in Heaven; And the Miſſion 
of the Holy Ghoſt, by virtue of Chriſt's Reſur- 
ref7ion, will enable us all, (if it be not our own 
fault,) to perform the Conditions the Gracious | 
Means which He has been pleaſed to offer us in 
his Goſpel ; in order to our much greater Juſti- 


| fication, and Eternal Salvation; and to the ob- 


taining a Reward at the laſt Day.  Chrift hath 
once ſuffered for Sins, the Fuſt for the unjuſt, 
(TAT HE MIGHT. BRING vs To Gop ;) being 
put to death in the fleſh, but quickened by the 
Spirit, And without Controverſy, Great is the 
Myſtery of Godlineſs—God- was manifeſted in the 
Beſs, juſtified and approved to be the Son of God, 
in, and by the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, Preached unto 
the Gentiles, believed on in the World, received up 
into Glory. And as Adam was made a common 
Perſon and Parent repreſenting Mankind; ſo alſo 
Chriſt became the Father of Men to Tuftification of 
Life, and our Repreſentative alſo here on Earth, 
Both for the abſolute and conditional Jollificatior 
and Salvation of all Mankind, in various De- 
grees; And by the Righteouſneſs of Chrift, the 
free Gift of Righteouſneſs came upon all Men 
unto Juſtification of Life; therefore it is, that 
what Chyift did, is ſuppoſed to be done by Us: 
and whatever was done to him is ſuppoſed to be 
done to us: The juſt ſuffered for the unjuſt abſo- 
— with W 7 to the General, or l Re- 
GY demption 
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demption and Salvation, but conditionally only 
with regard to the offered Means for the obtaining 
That great Salvation by the Goſpel Covenant, 
which wwe ourſelves (the Holy Spirit aſſiſting) 
muſt work out with Fear and . rembling. Chriſt 
is riſen from the Dead and becomt the Firſt Fruits of 
them that ſlept. 1 Cor. xv. 20, Sc. Sc. And 
when eur Lord roſe from the Grave He brought 
back with him the Pardon which He had ſealed 
with his own Blood, whereby the Spirits of all 
Mankind are delivered from the /rath to come, — 
The Condemnation of the laſt Day ; and ate recon- 
 Ciled, and .apsoLUTELY redeemed to Eternal 
Life i in Heaven ; and Feſus Chriſt did at the 
ſame time bring to all Men the Meant of pleaſing 
God and greatly Augmenting their future Hap- 
pineſs in Eternal Life, particularly by his /uper- 
_ abundant Grace offered us in his Goſpel, whereby 
all thoſe who ſhall do Righteouſneſs in this Life 
may 4 rey be abundantly ſaved” and 42880255 


Now on the ſubject of the abſolute G race of 

Redemption, there remains no Occaſion for any 
Regulation of the Church, but Thankſgivings. 

That Grace is not an Offered, but a free and w 

' ſolute Gift of God in Feſus Chriſt out Redeemer 

| Privilege acquired for All, in Virtue of the Suffer 

' ings and Obediente of Jeſus Chriſt, who Died and 
Satisfied for All; A Gift of God in Jeſus Chriſt 
pure, Simple, 11. abſolute. And for which 
| . te Love of war! in the Redemption of 
W 55 
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the World by « our Lotd Jeſus Chriſt we do 
above all Things, daily Bleſs our Creator; And 
for the Means, of Grace alſo, and for the Hope of 

Glory, Now, this free Gift (of the Grace of Re- 
demption) came upon all Men to juſtification of 
Life, Rom. v. 18.—abſolately, with regard to the 
rational Spirit of every Man; but Conditionally, 
with regard to the /ani7ificatioh of the whole nan. 
And as Sin hath reigned unto death, even fo, 
will the Grace of Redemption reign, tbrougb toe 
Righteouſneſs of Cbriſt unto Eternal Life, by the 
Imputation of Chriſt's Sufferings and Obedience 
to all Mankind; ſo far as regards the Ordinary ot 
univerſal Grace of Redem ption. So that the 
rational Spirit of every man is already redeemed, 
and will be finally juſtified and Saved through 
Chriſt's Merits Inputed to the rational Spirit of 
Every Man ; And the rational Spirit even of the 
| greateſt Sinrkr, after ſuffering in proportion to 
7 demerit; will be ſo far juſtified and accepted of 
| God, as to be accounted innocent (thro? Chriſt's im- 
puted Merits) Chriſt having fully ſatisfied his Fa- 
Ther's JusTice for all paſſible Sins; And this 
| Spirit created anew in Jeſus Chriſt will be de- 
q livered out of Torment, and admitted to Eaſe, : 
before the End comes; And That through Cbri iſt's 
| OO ſufferings and obedience in the Head of 
Sinner. So far therefore every Individual 
of kind, 1s already the Child of God.—But, 
in order to be Heirs and joint Heirs with Chriſt, 


and to * the adopted Children of Cod, ſo as to 
CRY 
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ny ABBA FATHER ; the wwoLs Man muſt be 
juſtified by Goſpe! Faith, and Obedience; by 2 
right uſe of the Gracious Means offered us in the 
Goſpel of Yeſus Chriſt, continually going on to- 
wards Perfection; ſo far as the frailty of Man's 
Nature will admit: And being thus 4þolly ſanc- 
tified, and truly Juſtified, according to the Goſpel 
ſſentiments of the Church, Men may become Jnbe- 

ritors of the Kingdom of Heaven and Heirs 
with Chrift ; whereby the whole Man of thoſe 
who continue to do Righteouſneſs in this Life ; 
may be Partakers in ſome meaſure eyen of the 
Glory of Chriſt Himſelf, who Died for All Men, 
And was delivered for our offences, and was raiſed 
Again for our Juſtification. But without true Goſ- 

1 Faith and obedience, we cannot obtain that 
Great Salvation offered us in the Goſpel: That 
fuperatundant Benefit of the Redemption 2 
* Jauch. — "Fg ee 


Now, that neceſſary DiſtinFion of the. Two | 
forts of Grace and Two forts of Eternal 
Life which we have ſhewed to be diſcernable 
throughout the New Teſtament, plainly points 
out to us, both the abſolute, and conditional Fuſ- 
tification, purchaſed for All Mankind, by our 

Bleſſed Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt; altogether agree · 

Ing with the Is wfinite Goodneſs, and Love of God 
* | Jeſus Chriſt, to His ſinful Creature Man.— 

For as St. John tells us, Cod is Love Himſelf ; 
and St. Paul repreſents that darling Attribute of 


God, His Mercz—as His Glok v; and the Royal 
8 D'S © 
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Pſalmiſt e. 7. * is mercy with 7. "7 there: 
fore ſhalt thou be ſeared--Hence, They who believe 
that God has forgiven them by the Grace of Re- 
demption, will be the more readily inclined to 
Honour and Reverence God as Their Mercifu} 
Father; and be thereby greatly Encouraged to 
lead a Godly Life : But they who # Peper of 
F rene will Sin on. 


Now, the ab/olute Tuftification, mentioned no 
leſs than five ſeveral Times, in St. Paul's fifth 
Chap. to the Romans, and there called a Gift, 
a free Gift; is, That abſolute Fuſtifcation only, 
of the rational Spirit, purchaſed by the Univerſal 

Grace of Redemption : for St. Pau! Oppoſes 
| That Grace in this Chapter, always to the Sin 
| of Adam; ſhewing It to be the Means, of deli ·- 
ay vering Man from the Bondage of Sin, to Place 
i him in Eternal Life. — The ſame He wou'd like- 
wiſe haye ys underſtand, in the 1th Chapter of 
His iſt Epiſtle to the Cor, verſe 22d. where he 
ſtill oppoſes Jeſus Chriſt to Adam; and fays, Fox 
4 in Adam all Die, or are Mortal, even fo tn 
Cbriſt Hall. all be made aljue—or i im mortal, 


But the complete and true Puſbification, accord- 
ing to the Goſpel ſentiments of the Church The 
ſan#ification of the whole Man can only be ac- 
quired by the offered Means, particularly thoſe 
in the Goſpel. —By Goſpel Faith and Obedience 
continued in to the End of our lives, we may be 
fantiified wholly, and be abundantly ſaved and re- 
| wuarded 
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warded at the laſt Day. And at that Day even 


the greateſt Sinner, alſo, will receive ſome Bene- 


rational Spirit in which reaſonable Part alone, all 


Men may be ſaid to be allied to God,) ſhall return to 


God who gave it. No one /inner will ſuffer Confu+s 
ion and Miſery through all the Ages of Eternity; 
but to an indeterminate time only; and that in 
Proportion 10 Demerit : For as I underſtand the 
| Scriptures, Every one ſhall come to repentance and 
acknowledge the Truth before the End comes ſ The 
Biſhop by ſaying that Mens Sins ſhall be at- 
tended with Conſequences through all ihe Ages of 
Eternity, to their great Confuſion and Miſery; 


Ft from the Redemption—For, The Spirit (the 


"4 ) 
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cannot mean that the Confuſion and Miſery of 


Each Sinner, ſhall nzveR Have An ENDING, 
for that wou'd be altogether inconſiſtent with 


what his Lordſhip has advanced in his Di/- 


Fourſes ;, and would likewiſe be contradictory to 
"Ws woue Fenoy of Scripture, 


Some Philoſophers ad Poets indeed knit | - 


"at this rate ; ſuppoſing, that, for the good of 


the whole Creation Myriads of wicked ſinners 


ſhould for ever lay groaning under Eternal Torments, 
Ein Terrorem, to prevent the miſeries of others; 
for which Suppoſition they have not the leaſt 
Authority from the Holy Scriptures, which 
every where aſſures, That all the Chaſtizements 
which God permits to befall the Sinners, are in- 
tended for the Amendment, Recovery, or Deſtruc- 
_ ion of the SurrtzzER,—That there may be Sin- 
| WY mers 
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wers indeed, in great confuſion and miſery thro* 
all the Ages of Eternity (in the infinite Revo- 
lution of the univerſal Syſtem of worlds) until 
they Repent, or are Deſtroy d, may reaſonablybhe 
ſuppoſed. But if Auy one Sinner muſt ſuffer 
canfuſion and miſery without Ending, through all 
the Ages of Eternity, that will leave no place 


for the Recovery, the Bettering, or the Deſtruftion 


of ſuch a surrER ER, who is never to get out of 
This inexplicable Labyrinth of Woe and Miſery; 
which ſeems altogether contrary to the Wiſdom, 
the Goagneſs, the Mercy and Love of God, as 
declared to us in the Goſpel. As the Goſpel docs 
no where ſay that Any Sinner-ſhall undergo Tor- 
ments ſtri#ly and properly Eternal; That Philo; 
fephical Hypotheſis, cannot be ſupported from 
the Word of God; but is a vain Suppoſition 
only. *Tis-from the ſacred Scriptyres themſelves 
that God's will and dealings with man muſt be 
learned, and not from the Wiſdom, and vai 
Philoſophy, of Fertiea F tions of frail men. 


The New Teſtament every wen tells us has 
Jeſus Chriſt came to fave finners, that Ne came 
to ſave the whole World; And that all Mankind 
will be fnally ſaved in ſome degree St. Paul in his 
5th to the Romans mare particularly paints out. 
And the longeft duration of the Torments of the 
wicked which we meet with in Scripture, is, I 
Think, in Rev. Xiv. 11. Xix. z, g. — for Ages of 
Ages. —which we ae ur: _ Boer. 
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| Now, as to thoſe Collective Bodies there men- 


_ tioned — Their Torments indeed, may laft for 
mam Ages, without any Neceſſity of inferring 
that the /ame Duration of Torture holds true to 
Any, much lefs to every Individual that belongs 


to thoſe collective Bodies. The ſum Total of this 


judiciary Proceeding may indeed be, for Ages of 


Ages; but it will not therefore neceſſarily follow, 


I ſay, That the Torture of Any, much leſs of 
every Individual, ſhould continue that length of 
Time; As may alſo the ſmoke of their Tor- 
ment aſcend for Ages of Ages, (not His in the 


Singular,) but of hoſe colletFive Bodies. But 
whether thefe Paſſages in the Revelations, do re- 
late to the Sal Judgment will admit of Diſpute. 


How long the Period of the Sufferings of the 
wicked may be, no one can ſay; But as the 
Subjects are mortal and periſbing, we cannot ſup- 
poſe it will be Endleſs, for then They muſt be 
' Deathleſs, and fo incapable of the jecond Death, 


and of utter Deſtruktion which the Scriptures de- 
clarey will be the End of the Wicked; e conii fu 


Both the Old and New Teftament every where 
tell us, that the Micted ſhall be puniſhed in Pro- 
portion to Deſert ; and that God will judge all 
the Nations of the Earth with Equity. And 
indeed, in whatever Manner Sin or Vice be eſti- 
mated, it muſt be finite, becauſe it is the Pro- 

duction or Act of a fiwite Kind, and of finite 
Principles and Paſſions, for tis the animal Body 
| | only, 


i 


| 
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only, who is the Worker of Sin in all Men; And 
therefore in Equity its Sufferings muſt have an 
Ending: for infinite Torments and finite Crimes 
can bear no Proportion. The rational Spirit cre- 
ated anew or made immortal in Feſus Chriſt, tis 
He only, who, through the Goodneſs of God, 
is now abſolutely made immortal and Redeemed 
by Chrift our Saviour to Eternal Life of Happineſs 
in Heaven. Nevertheleſs he may indeed, be miſled 
by the Deluſions of the Old Man or revolted A. 
nimal Body to the Abuſe of the offer'd Meatis of 
= the Goſpel; and ſo may ſuffer hereafter in Pro- 
| portion to Demerit, before he can have Ad- 
mittance into Heaven. To ſay that the Duration 
of the Torments the wicked may undergo will 
be Endleſs is not only anſcriptural but highly ab- 
| furd, as being contrary to all our 'beft and primary 
Notions of the DEITY, as a Being of infinite 
Juſtice and Benignity ; Neither are ſuch Threat- 
enings of Service to with-hold men from Sin- 
ning; for if we look into the World, we ſhall 
not find that the Notion of the Endleſs Duration 
of Sinners, in a State of Torment produces any 
remarkable Effect, in reſtraining Men from going 
on in wicked Courſes; And if we conſider 
Things rightly we ſhall alſo find, That the moſt 
frightful Ideas do not produce the greateſt Ef- 
fects upon Men, but Thoſe that bear their own 
Evidence along with Them, and to which common 
fenſe is obliged to Aſſent. Can any unprejudiced 
Y Perſon, who is at all acquainted with the glad 
\ | a4 bn an : 
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Tydings of the Goſpel of Mercy in their true and 
genuine Senſe, really believe ſo ſevere an Hypotheſis 
as never Ending Miſery ? built upon an uncritical 
Explanation of a few particular Expreſſions in the 
facred Writings, and inconſiſtent with the At- 
tributes of that Being whoſe Mercy is over all his 
Works ;, whole Eſſence is Love, who is neceſſarily 
and eſſentially Good, and that from the analter- 
able Rectitude of his Will? Will ſuch a Being 
inflict on his rebellious Creatures Torments never 
Ending? moſt aſſuredly No; for Chriſt is able 
to ſubdue all Things to Himſelf ; And has told 
us in his Goſpel, That all ſhall come to Re- 
pentance and be ſaved in ſome Degree. Every Opi- 
nion proceeding from a falſe Principle deſtroys it- 
ſelf, and which in The Caſe of Endleſs Miſery is 
even worſe, produces a Concluſion quite contrary 
to what was intended. And thus the Opinion of 
the endleſs Duration of Sinners in a State of Tor- 
ment, has been of much more Uſe to lull Men 


aſleep, than to awaken Them to their Dut e 2 
Dy. - A, d&r Shop hs 4 4 
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particular Paſſage of the Biſhop's Diſcourſes - 
wherein Sins are ſaid to be attended with the — 
Conſequences of great Confuſion and Miſery, thro? 

all the Ages of Eternity, (in the Univerſal Syſtem 

of Moral Worlds) may imagine that his Lord- 

ſnip Means that Each Sinner ſhall ſuffer End- 

leſs Miſery and Confuſion ; yet that, we have 
Evidently ſhewed cannot be his Meaning ; for 


then He would be inconſiſtent with Himſelf, 


OF 
and the Holy Scriptures. He tells us, p. 4oth: 
% That it was the Intention of God to redeem the 
% World from Sin, by ſending his own Son in the 
« Likeneſs of Man.” And in page 73. He allows 
That the Redeemer had-Power, Equal to the 

great Undertaking.” And the New Teſta- 
ment every where declares God's Will to fave the 
whole World by his Only and beloved Son ; and 
_ Chriſt himſelf declares that He came into the 
World to do His Fathers Will. And can we 
poſſibly imagine that Chriſt would have under- 
taken this great Affair, without a Will and Power 
at the ſame Time to Effect it? Since therefore 
the Scriptures do every where declare the Will 
and Power of God the Fatber, and his Beloved 
Son to ſave the whole World, it muſt needs be 
that every Individual of all Mankind muſt fnally 
5 be ſaved, tho' in various Degrees; and thereby 
have ſome Benefit in the Redemption purchaſed 
by Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. And this worthy 
| and learned Prelate, is Evidently too well ac- 
quainted with the Goſpel of Mercy, to give any 
| Credence to ſo ſevere and abſurd an Hypothefis as 
Torments ſtrictly and properly Eternal. And he 
very well knows alſo, that none of thoſe Words, 
Eternity, Eternal, for ever, for Ages of Ages do 
in their natural Import, ever ſignify an ab/olute 
| Eternity in the Metaphyſical Senſe of Thoſe 
4 Words, unleſs when apply'd to Gop ; and then, 
the Nature of the Object gives a Senſe to the 
Words, whereof they are otherways incapable ; 
and He knows alſo that the State both of the 
5 7 Righteous 


ey” 


: 4 87 
Righteous and the Wicked, when deſcribed under 
thoſe words, Eternal, for Ever, &c. can in no wiſe 
e proved without End, ſince every Age has an End, 
and every ra, or Period of Time, however long, 
has /till a Concluſion. And indeed we find in Scrip- 
ture that Immortality is promiſed in a very High de- 
gree of Happineſs to the Righteous, and it is ſaid of 
Them, that they ſhall not die any more; fo that the 
Duration of their Exiſtence, no ways depends on 
thoſe words, Eternal, Everlaſting, &c. but is Built- 
on plain aud Expreſs Promiſes. Yet, as to Thoſe 
Righteous who have put on the New Man wholly 
in this Life, and who will be invited at the laſt. 
Day into that Inheritance which is incorruptible, 
undeſiled, and which fadeth not away, which 
CuRIST hath purchaſed for all his faithful Fol- 
lowers, and into which they who enter A. J not 
Die any more; and ſhall be Crowned with Im- 
' mortality and Incorruption, with a laſting weight 
e Glory through all the Generations or Periods of 
the Age of Ages; And be ever, or always with the 
Lord, &c.—1 Cor. xv. 52, 53. 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
Eph. üi. 21. 1 Theſ. iv. 17. Heb. xii. 28. Rev. 
xxii. 5.—Yet even Here, Iſay; We muſt depend 
on Gop for our Continuance in Being, as at pre- 
ſent ;, for ſurely none can imagine, that even 
Angels, or any the moſt Exalted Creatures are, or 
poſſibly can be independent on the Deity, as to 
their Continuance in being. No; *tis the Super- 
abundant Grace, The Extraordinary Favour, and 
The PROMISES of Gon, (not from the Words 
Eternal, &c, or any Thing we ſee in Human Nature,) 
E 3 . which 
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which gives us Encouragement to hope for an 
Endleſs Duration in a State of future, Happineſs. 


And tho' we are told in Scripture that God 
will ot acquit the wicked, and that He will 
Puniſh thoſe who diſobey Him; yet, the Scrip- 
tures at the ſame time aſſure us, That God re- 
taineth not His Anger for ever, but is good to All; 
His tender Mercies are over all His Works; That 
He will not akvays Chide, neither will He be 
always wroth, but, as the Father of Mercies, 
He will have compaſſion on the workmanſhip of 
| his Hands, and with Righteouſneſs he will Judge 
all the People, and render to every One according 
to his Works, whether they be good orEvil. Now, 
ſuch PROMISES and ſuch Proceedings, I think, 
can never be Conſiſtent, with Endleſs Miſeries ; ſo 
that the Torments of the Wicked mf have an End- 
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The worthy Biſhop in his excellent Diſ- 
_ courſes, more eſpecially in his firſt, has brought 
the moſt ſtriking and convincing Arguments a- 
gainſt Deiſm chat I ever met with, and That, in 
a moſt agreeable Manner, peculiar to his great 
Genius. And tho' it does not ſcem to be his In- 
tention to prove there is no ſuch Thing as na- 
tural Religion friftly ſpeaking, yet his Argu- 

ments I think go very near to prove it. As to 
the Advocates for natural Religion, and the 
great Buſtle, Thoſe make, who ſo ſtrenuouſly 


e natural to revealed Religion, and ſo rudely 
f treat 
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treat all Revelation; were we to examine what 
Manner of Lives they generally lead, it would 
incline us to think that they have little elſe in 
View, than to promote practical Atheiſm. But 
could it be fairly ſhewed, that there really is no 


ſuch Thing ftri#ly ſpeaking as natural Religion, 


the many and great Diſputes among the more 
modeſt Deiſts regarding the great Oppoſition atleaſt, 
of natural Religion to revealed, would beat an End. 


Now, if while Adam was in a State of Iuno- 


cency, it pleaſed the Almighty to give Him a 


Rule of Life to preſerve him in his Obedience, 
and to direct Him to walk uprightly with his 
Maker for the obtaining of Eternal Life, If Adam 


hen, ſtood in Need of a Revelation from God: 


How much more zeceſſary was it, after His Fall, 


when all Men became Sinners in Him, ſince God 


did not think fit utterly to deſtroy Adam upon 
his Diſobedience, but was graciouſly pleaſed to 


give Him and his Poſterity a further Tryal of 


their Obedience, and ſure it cannot be thought 
unreaſonable that after God had made ſuch Crea- 
tures as Men He ſhould graciouſly ſhew them 
his Will; and not leave them to their own Con- 
duct only, towards their Maker, in the finding 
out of his Will. And as God has been pleaſed 


to give to Man Reaſon ſufficient to diſcover God's 


Will, when propoſed to them; we have nothing 
further to do, than to the beſt of our Power to 
examine the Revelation; and being convinced 
of i its Truth carefully to obey God's Will in all 

5 Things, 


ſiufficient given us to Diſcover from God's Works 
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Things, for the qualifying us for his Favour. 
It is highly reaſonable and juſt, to believe there 
may be a true Revelation; and though it may 


be objected that Revelation is ſubject to many Un- 


certainties, and that it may be a Cheat at firſt, 
or may be corrupted afterwards, and not faith- 


fully handed down to us: yet as no one can deny 


but a true Revelation from God may be, and as 
Man has ſo many Marks of a ſelf exiſtent good and 
gracious Being, and kind Providence over him, 
and has ſufficient Reaſon given him to judge of 
the agreement of a Revelation with the Good- 


neſs and Juſtice of ſo gracious a Being; Man 
may be able to diſcover a true Revelation, from 


one that is falſe and pretended only: And then a 
ſurer Guide than God's Word can never be ex- 
pected or deſired. Would Men therefore care- 
fully and without Prejudice examine, God's Re- 
velations to Man, eſpecially that /aft Revelation 
in the Goſpel by his beloved Son; and car?- 
fully try Opinions by applying their Reaſon 7s 
God's moſt holy Attributes in Concord and Unity, (the 
only infallible Teſt of all religious Truths,) they 
would have no Rooin to doubt of the Truth re- 


vealed in the Scriptures ; and would moſt readily 
believe it to be a true Revelation from God, to 
his Creature Man: And as readily embrace the 


moſt gracious offered Means in the Goſpel for ob- 
taining from their Creator the great Bleſſings of 
Eternal Life of Happineſs. Tho' we have Reaſon 


his mW and Purity, and to diſtinguiſh the 
Difference 
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Difference between Good and Evil, yet our Na- 
ture ſtands greatly in Need of Aſſiſtance with 


| Regard to true Religion, and the keeping our- 


ſelves pure and undeſiled, and to enable us to 


walk in the Ways which may pleaſe our Crea- 


tor; and *tis He alone who can direct us. God's 
Will can only be expected from Gop, and from 


Him it may reaſonably be expected to be revealed. 


If it can be plainly proved that there is no 


fuch Thing as mere Natural Religion, and that 


all true Religion muſt come from God himſelf ; 


it would ſoon put an End I ſay, to the great 


Buſtle continually made by the Deiſts in their op- 
poſing natural Religion to revealed Religion. And 
I cannot but think, what is properly Religion 
was always a real Revelation from the Beginning. 
—God did not leave any created Being to diſ- 


cover his true Religion, in, and by created Na- 
ture, but taught it to Angels by Intuition, and 
taught Men verbally by Them, but chiefly by 


his Eternal Son, as Angel of his Preſence, I/a. 


| Ixiti. and Ambaſſador of his Covenant with 
Man. God's true Religion is one continued Re- 
ligion taught from the Beginning, as Bleſſing, 


Gen. 1. 28, 29. implies, and P/. cxix. 1, 26. Ja. xl. 
21. 1 John, v. 1, to the 5th, confirms, but too 


much forgot and deſtroyed, or made void, F/. 


cvi. 31, 21. P/.cxix. 126. Matt. xv. 9. And Man's 
Invention ſet up for Religion. P/. cvi 39. But God 
republiſhed, and often occaſionally repeated this 


Truth, and it is Man's Fault that it is not every 


where 
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where known, Mat. xiii. 25. Rom. xvi. 25, 26. 
Eph. iii. 5, to . to 11. And if weaſk for the good 
Old way of Truth, Fer. vi.i 6. And ſearch the 


_ Scriptures we may find it, John v. 39. And 2 
Tim, i. 10. by Ver. 9. Refers to God's Eternal 
_ Goſpel, Rev. xiv. 6. Taught to Angels, and by 


them to Man, but chiefly by God's Eternal Son, 
who took on him the Office of Angels, and the 
Nature of Man, Gal. iii. 19, 24. ver. 17. to 29. 
And He taught Adam, and He taught all Man- 
kind, Col. i. 23. He appeared to Adam in a 
viſible Form, agreeable to Man's Converſation, 


Gen. iii. 8. 28. Chap. i. 28. Chap. ii. 16, 17. . 
Chap. iii. 15. Ja. Ixiii. 9. Mal. iii. 1. and by 


the Prophets from the Creation, Luke i. 70. Als 


ili. 21. And finally Chriſt preached the Goſpel in 


his human Nature viſibly, Luke iv. 14, to 19. 
As to what is ſaid, Heb. Chap. viii. Chap. ix. 

Ch. x. it only Means that the Old Covenant would 
have been deficient without the New Covenant, 


and partly as a Sarcaſm on Man, for breaking 
God's Covenant. Zeb. viii. 8, 9. As John xiii. 
34. Was called a New Command as a Rebuke 


for not being obeyed, x John ii. 7, 8, Chap. 


iii. 11 12. And the End of the Command was 


promiſed before the World began, 2 Tim. i. 9. 
Tit. i. 2. 1 Pet. i. 20. And Rom. i. 16, to 21, 
to 28, to 31. Refers to God's Eternal Goſpel, in 

which no Change is made, but of Types, which 


being fulfilled in Chriſt were to be ſucceeded by 
grateful Commemorations. So that it really ſeems 


to 
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to me, that ſtrictly Speaking there is no ſuch 
Thing as mere Natural Religion. There is in 
every Man a Sort of religious Inſtinet towards 
Religion; But it is not in Man's Power to diſ- 
cover of himſelf his true Religion, in or by 
created Nature, ſo that true Religion every where 
ſeems to be originally revealed. But God has 
given to Every Man Reaſon more or leſs, for the 
Diſcovery of the Truth of revealed Religion; if. 
then there be a revealed Religion, and no one J 
think can deny, but there may be one, Man has 
ſufficient Reaſon for the diſcovering of it. But 
an acceptable and true Religion ſeems to be alto- 
gether paſt Man's finding out of Himſelf, And 
could it be Satisfactorily proved to Men that there 
is really no true Religion, but what was revealed 
by God to Man, a main Point would at leaſt be 
gained in taking away, the Oppoſition of natu- 
ral Religion. to revealed Religion, which the 
Deiſts are ſo fond of. To me I muſt confeſs, it 
ſeems, that there can be no ſuch Thing as natu- 
ral Religion ſtrictly Speaking. — We cannot of 
ourſelves come at the true Nature of divine Wor- 
ſhip, becauſe the Nature of divine worſhip muſt 
be deduced from the Nature of God, and the 
Knowledge of God's Nature can come only from 
Himſelf, ſo that all reaſonable and acceptable ſer- 
vice in Religion muſt be by Revelation from God; 
we can no other way have juſt and reaſonable No- 
tions of God, and our Duty, therefore ſtriciiy ſpeak- 
ing there is no ſuch Thing as natural Religion, 
—— but 
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but our Religion was revealed from the Begin- 
ning; to confirm which we need only to conſult 
the Scriptures, and look to Thoſe Times when 
Men had altogether negleed, or forgotten what 


God had taught them, and we ſhall there ſee, 


what Abſurdities and Errors, what Idolatry and 
Impurities Men run into; And how little among 
the very wwi/eft and beſt of them, was known of 
the Things of God, and of true Religion. Man 


has indeed implanted in him Reaſon ſufficient to 


diſcover a good and gracious Being, who made all 
Things; and who has therefore a Right of 
Governing all Things. And we may infer from 
our Reaſon, that Gop is pure and holy, and that 
there is a Difference between Good and Evil; and 
that it is our Duty to Obey our Creator, and that 
we ought to do Good and to avoid Evil; and may, 
from the Things ſeen be able in ſome degree to 
infer the Things which are not ſeen. But how 
to form a reaſonable and acceptable Religion and 
Worſhip, of that Being, is not implanted in our 


Nature to diſcover without a Revelation; That 


can only come from God Himſeif. And this He 
has revealed from the Beginning, in ſome Degree, 
and has gradually revealed even to the laſt and 
Higheſt Degree; and as Men had forgotten, and 
neglected their Religion God did occafionally re- 
new and increaſe that Knowledge among Men, 
even to the full light of the Goſpel, which has plainly 
declared to us the laſt and whole Mill, and good 
Pleaſure of God which natural Religion ſo called, 
could 
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could never diſcover, or but very imperfely; ſo that 
I think we may venture to ſay there can be no 
true Religion but by a Revelation from Ged. 


Among all the Deiſts of various kinds whom I 
have converſed with, which have not been a few, 
both learned and unlearned ; I have always found 
the Defence of that moſt abſurd and incredible 
Doctrine of Eternal Torments, in Conjunction with 
Revelation, a main Bar to their duly exami- 
ning into, and conſidering revealed Religion; This 
falſe and moſt cruel Doctrine, prevented their far- 
ther Enquiry into Revelation, as thinking ſuch a 
Revelation could not come from ſo God and Mer- 
ciful a Creator, as our God appears to be by his 
Works and Dealings with Men in this World; 
And that it was not poſſible the Creator of all 
Things of which He ſtood in no Need, ſhould 

ever treat ſo unnaturally the Workmanſhip of 
his own Hands.—Thus would the better Sort of 
Deiſts often Argue. And as to thoſe Deiſts (fo 
called) who were fully arrived at Atheiſm they 


conſtantly made it their Buſineſs to depreciate and 


expoſe, nay to Blaſpheme in the moſt impudent 
Manner our moſt holy Religion, and boldly to 
Triumph in their great Impiety : ſome again 
among theſe Deiſts who fall ſhort of Athei/m, do 
indeed readily allow, That CHaſtiſements in Pro- 
portion to Demerit may very reaſonably be ex- 
pected, but could no way Conceive it poſſible, 
that ſo Good and Gracious a Being as God, 
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ſhould treat any of his Creatures after ſo ſevere 
and unnatural a Manner, as on Any Account to 
align them over to Never Ending Torments. 
| Hence they argued that a Revelation containing 
 fuch a Doctrine, could not come from God, who 


_ plainly diſcovers Himſelf to every Man in this 
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World, as a moſt gracious Beneficent and merciful 
Being, and therefore ſuch a Revelation could 
not be a true Revelation from God. And I am 
verily perſwaded that the endeavouring to Sup- 
port that moſt ſevere and incredible Doctrine of 
Never Ending Miſery has been one great Cauſe of 
Deiſ and 8 


Now, the true ſaving Health of the Goſpel, 
when fairly and plainly made known to all Men, 
would effectually remove that ſtumbling Stone of 
Eternal Torments, and incline all Men readily and 
carefully to examine Revelation; And when they 
come to ſee and underſtand the true Loving 
Kindneſs of their Creator, and the moſt Merciful 
Proceedings of God with his Creature Man, they 
would then more likely Embrace the Truth, and 
be more readily brought to believe and Obey that 
Goſpel which contains ſuch Glad Tydings of 
Good will to all Men, and which moſt Evidently 
in its true 2nd genuine Senſe, ſets forth the Glory of 
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* ion of all Mankind. 
cc Let ic be neal the Worthy Biſhop 

0 Ps) page 41, That not buman Reaſon, but 
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the Moillof God is the Rule and Meaſure ofreligious 
« Obedience.” Gd indeed hath given to every 
Man Reaſon, and there is in every Man a Conſcience, 
and a Law as it were written in his Heart, ſufficient 
to direct him in many Things: But the Human 
Reaſon given to Man by the Almighty, does not 
ſeem given him ſo much for the forming for 
himſelf, an acceptable Worſbip; as for a Teſt, 
whereby he may be enabled to judge of, and to 
diſcover the Will of God in that great Point when- 
ever it ſhould pleaſe Gop to reveal it, or Com- 
miſſion others, to reveal it in his Name. — The 
Almighty thought it neceſſary to give unto Adam 
a Rule of Life even in his moſt perfect State, —his 
State of Innocence. How much more was it then 
neceſſary (ſince God thought fit to continue him in 
Being) after He, and all his Paſterity in Him, be- 
came ſinners. And the Holy Scriptures do every 
where ſhew how Graciouſiy Gon has been pleaſed 
from Time to Time, (even from Adam unto 
the full Light of the Goſpel) to reveal his Bleſſed, 
Will to All Mankind, tor their — Hap- 


pineſs: fr From. Pain He. B ; 


SOCRATES, Who was reputed one of the wiſeſt 
among the Heathens, altho* He made very great 
Attainments upon the ſtrength of mere Reaſon, 
yet, he fell ſo ſhort of a Natural religious Worſhip, 
and his great Ignorance of a true Worſhip was ſuch, 
that He Died an IpoLaTzr. And how little did 
all thoſe great Heathen moral Philoſophers at 
ATHENS know, of true religious Worſhip ? And 
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M Truth, the natural e and Reaſon of Man 
*tis plain was not /uficient of itſelf, to arrive at a 
pure and acceptable Religion: It therefore ſeemeth 


to me, that there never was any ſuch Thing, as 


a true and acceptable NarukAl. Religion, in the 
World ; but that all true religious worſhip was al- 
Ways from REVELATION ONLY. If any where 


indeed, from the Goſpel of Chriſt, a complete, true, 


and acceptable Natural Religion may be deli- 


nealed; — For Nature alone cannot inſtruct us 
fulficientiy in Religion. And Thoſe who have 
d the Moſt for natural Religion, have gene- 


rally borrowed from the Light of Revelation. From 


mer Nature only I muſt confeſs it ſeemeth to me, 


That there Never was any ſuch Thing in the 
World, as a pure and acceptable Religion. Man 


3::uced has naturalReaſon, ſufficient given him, to 
Teach him how to diſcover the Truth of a Reve- 
lation's coming from Gop. But natural Reaſon 
ca not Teach Man a true Religion; And this I 
think is very manifeſt from Scripture the very great 
F *\vre in that particular Point, evc of the wiſeſt 
among the Heathen Moraliſis and Philoſophers, who 
at the ſame Time, in other Matters, arrived at- 
ſuch great Attainments, by Their natural Reaſon, 
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